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Claims: 1, 6 and 11 
Cited Documents: 1 and 2 
Remarks : 

Cited document 1 describes, in an applicant card in 
which the unused balance is increased by the amount paid 
to an issuing institution, in which a certificate of 
payment less than said unused balance is issued, and in 
which the unused balance is reduced by the amount of the 
application fee listed in said certificate of payment, 
the issue by said applicant card of an application 
written digest as well as with, with respect to the data 
that comprises an application fee, a certificate of 
payment signed using the signatory key of the applicant 
card (see page 3 90 u 3 Summary of Electronic Stamping 
Systems" and w 4 Electronic Stamping Protocol"). 

A comparison was made of the invention pertaining to 
Claim 1 and the invention described in cited document 1. 

The "certificate of payment" of the invention 
described in cited document 1 corresponds to the 
"electronic stamp" of the invention pertaining to Claim 1 
in the point that it certifies, as a stamp, an amount 
paid from an amount converted in advance . 

The certificate of payment described in cited 
document 1, in contrast to the electronic stamp of the 
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invention pertaining to Claim 1 in which the signature 
includes "identif ication information of the acceptor of 
the electronic stamp", is different in the point that it 
does not comprise this information although in all other 
aspects these two inventions concur. 

In an examination of the above-noted point of 
difference, cited document 2 describes, in the 
distribution of a value issued by an issuing agency, the 
issue by the user transferring the value issues of a 
transfer certificate to the user to whom the transfer is 
to be made (see paragraph No. [0013]) and, in the 
abovementioned transfer certificate, the attachment of 
the signature of the user performing the transfer that 
includes a pseudonym of the user to whom the transfer is 
to be made (see paragraph [0011] and [0017] and Figure 
11) • 

The "transfer certificate" of the invention 
described in cited document 2 corresponds to the 
"electronic stamp" of the invention pertaining to Claim 1 
in the point that it constitutes electronic proof that 
certifies that the user has made a payment or the like 
within the range of an amount converted in advance using 
an issuing agency to an actual amount. In addition, in 
the invention described in cited document 2, by virtue of 
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the fact that the "pseudonym of the user to whom the 
transfer is to be made" specifies the receiver of the 
certificate of transfer, this corresponds to "the 
identification information of the user of the electronic 
stamp" of the invention pertaining to Claim 1. 

By virtue of the fact the inventions described in 
Claims 1 and 2 comprise a communal point in that both 
perform a payment within the range of an amount that has 
been converted in advance and issue a certification that 
certifies this to be true, the adoption of configuration 
such as that described in the invention pertaining to 
Claim 1 by the application of the technique described in 
cited document 2 to the invention described by cited 
document 1 is simple to devise for a person skilled in 
the art . 

The same may be said to apply to Claims 6 and 11. 

Claims: 2, 7 and 12 

Cited Documents: 1, 2 and 3 

Remarks : 

Cited document 3 describes, in a payment process, 
the transmission by a consumer client 1 of receipt data 
53 to an order managing server 2 (see paragraphs [0005] 
to [0006] and Figures 1, 5 and 7) and, 
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in a refund process, the receipt by the consumer client 1 
of refund permit data 81 to which the signature of the 
order managing server 2 is attached and the transmission 
of said refund permit data 81 with a digital signature 82 
attached to an electronic money settlement server 3, 
wherein said electronic money settlement server 3 checks 
whether the digital signature of the order managing 
server 2 is affixed to the refund permit data 81 and, if 
the refund permit data 81 is valid, remits electronic 
money 1180 to the consumer client 1 and renews the 
settlement data 63 recorded in a recording device 33 for 
"refund completion" (see paragraph [0006] and Figures 17 
and 18) 

A comparison was made of the invention described in 
Claim 2 and the invention described in cited document 3. 

The issue of "receipt data 53" by the "consumer 
client 1" in the payment process of the invention 
described in cited document 3 corresponds to the issue of 
the "electronic stamp" by the "electronic stamp issue 
device" in the invention pertaining to Claim 2 in the 
point that they both certify the payment from the 
electronic money possessed by the user, and the issue of 
the "refund permit data 81" in the refund process, which 
constitutes permission for the electronic money 
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settlement server 2 which has received receipt data 53 in 
a previous transaction thereto to invalidate the 
transaction in question, corresponds to the issue of an 
"electronic stamp invalidation certificate signed by the 
receiver" . 

By virtue of the fact that the electronic money 
settlement server 3 is regarded as a device that checks 
whether the digital signature of the order managing 
server 2 is affixed to the refund permit data 81 and that 
employs, in the verification of the digital signature, 
identification information such as an openly disclosed 
key of the order managing server 2, said electronic money 
settlement server 3 is regarded as comprising the 
"verification means" of the invention pertaining to Claim 
2. 

The consumer client 1 is regarded as comprising a 
balance increase means that receives the remittance of 
electronic money 1180 from the electronic money 
settlement server 3 to increase the electronic money 
balance . 

The renewal by the electronic money settlement 
server 3 of the settlement data 63 recorded in the 
recording device 33 for "refund completion" corresponds 
to the recording of a certificate of invalidation for 
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which an increase processing has been performed by a 
"recording means" in the invention pertaining to Claim 2 
in the point that transaction data, on which a 
reimbursement processing has been completed, is recorded. 

By virtue of the fact the inventions described in 
Claims 1 to 3 comprise a communal point in that they each 
perform a payment within the range of an amount that has 
been converted in advance and issue a certification that 
certifies this to be true, the adoption of configuration 
such as the invention pertaining to Claim 2 by, in 
accordance with the inventions described in cited 
documents 1 to 3 , the provision of a verification means, 
a balance increase means and a recording means in an 
applicant card, is simple to devise for a person skilled 
in the art . 

The same may be said to apply to Claims 7 and 12. 

Claims: 3, 8 and 13 

Cited Documents : 1, 2 and 4 

Remarks : 

In the field of technology of electronic revenue 
stamping, as is described by the configuration of a 
revenue stamp original 204 of cited document 4 which 
comprises a sequence number 301 (see page 4, line 16 of 



7 

the upper left-hand column to line 13 of the upper right- 
hand column and Figure 3) , the addition of an issue 
number to the signatory subject affixed to the electronic 
revenue stamp for the purpose of specifying the 
electronic stamp constitutes a matter that was 
implemented prior to the submission of this application. 

Claims: 4, 9 and 14 

Cited Documents : 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Remarks : 

There is no special technological difficulty noted 
in the configuration of the invention pertaining to Claim 
4 by the application of the invention described in cited 
document 4 to the invention described in cited documents 
1 to 3 and the verification of the issue number for the 
purpose of specifying the electronic revenue stamp. 

The same may be said to apply to Claims 9 and 14. 

Claims 5 and 10 

Cited Documents : 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Cited document 3 describes, in a step 1750, the 
affixing by the electronic money settlement server 3 of 
the digital signature of the order managing server 2 to 
the refund permit data 81, and the checking of whether or 
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not the refund receiver specified by the refund permit 
data 81 corresponds with the individual that is the 
signatory of the digital signature 82 (see page 8 # left- 
hand column lines 13 to 22) 

By virtue of the fact that the refund receiver 
specified by the refund permit data 81 constitutes the 
issuer that has issued the receipt data 53 of the 
transaction that constitutes the subject for the refund, 
the checking of whether or not said refund receiver 
corresponds with the individual that that is the 
signatory of the digital signature 82 implies a checking 
as to whether or not the issuer that has issued the 
receipt data 53 has signed the refund permit data 81 
related to said receipt data 53. This corresponds to, of 
the invention pertaining to Claim 5, the verification 
that the invalidation certificate pertains to a self- 
issued electronic stamp. 

In addition, the checking of whether the digital 
signature of the order managing server 2 is affixed to 
the refund permit data 81 corresponds to, of the 
invention pertaining to Claim 5, the verification that 
the invalidation certificate was issued by the proper 
electronic stamp receiver. 
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In addition, by virtue of the fact that the 
electronic money settlement server 3 is regarded as a 
device for, naturally, implementing a check so that there 
is no double refund of transactions for which a refund 
has previously been made once the settlement data 63 
constitutes "refund completed", based on the inventions 
described in Claim 1 to 4 of the cited documents, the 
invention pertaining to Claim 5 is able to be devised 
easily by a person skilled in the art. 

The sample may be said to apply to Claim 10. 

Claim 15 

Cited documents : 1, 2, 3 and 4 
Remarks : 

Cited document 1 describes the employment of an IC 
card as a recording medium for the program (see page 3 89 
w 2 Characteristics of the Proposed Method") 

List of Cited Documents etc. 
1. Jun Shinbo and 2 others "Design and Manufacture of 
Electronic Stamping Systems", 1999 Cryptography and 
Information Security Symposium Collected Presentations, 
Electronic Information Communication Society, 2 6 th January 
1999, Vol. 1, p. 389-394 
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2. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application No. Heisei 11- 
203371 

3. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application No. Heisei 10- 
171887 

4. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application No. Showa 63- 
280370 
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